
 
 

 

 

  

Part of the ‘Design the 
Sign’ Project for 
Children  

Michelle Pearson 

      

Part of the ‘Design the Sign’ Project for Children  

Hartshill History Detectives 



The Design the Sign 
Project 

 

 

We are going to have a sign designed and painted to represent what 

Hartshill means to us, the people that live here.  It might end up looking 

something like this…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would really like one section of the sign to have a drawing from a child 

at school in Hartshill.  This is how YOU can help… 

1. Read about Hartshill and do some of the activities.  You could do 

your own additional research too!   

2. Think of a part of Hartshill you’d like to represent.  Draw your idea 

for an image. 

3. When you’ve finished, get an adult to take a photo.  Then either 

upload to Hartshill Parish Council Facebook page, email to 

councillor.mpearson@gmail.com or hand it in at the Community 

Centre when it has reopened.  The closing date for entries is May 

23rd 2020.  I can’t wait to see what you come up with!  

 



Did you know that Hartshill had a castle? 

                                                                                                                   
It was built in 1125 by Hugh de 
Hardreshull.  It was a motte and 
Bailey castle but later fell into 
disrepair. In 1330 the castle 
was reconstructed and a stone 
curtain wall was built around it 
which you can still see today. 
 

 

A manor house was built inside the castle walls in the 1560s by 
the Parker family, but of 
this, only the chimney 
stack remains today.  

 

 

 

There are many ghostly tales surrounding the castle.  
Here is one of them. There used to be an Abbey at 
Oldbury and a nun there broke her vows and was 
murdered. It is rumoured that she haunts the castle and 
some Hartshill residents claim to have seen her!  

 

 
Castle Activities 

1. Find out what a Motte and Bailey Castle would have looked like.  
Why did people build them? 

2. Take your own photographs or sketch part of the castle ruins. 
3. Write a ghost story about Hartshill Castle! 

(This is a great teaching resource for parents to be able to teach children 
to how to make their stories full of suspense) 
https://www.talk4writing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Manor-
House.pd 

https://www.talk4writing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Manor-House.pd
https://www.talk4writing.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/The-Manor-House.pd


Why did people settle in Hartshill? 
  

Since the earliest times, people have wanted to live in Hartshill as it 
stands on a hill of ancient rock overlooking the Leicestshire plains. (If 
you stand at the top of Hartshill Hayes you will see the magnificent 
view!)   
 
There is evidence of Stone Age tribes living here in 10,000 B.C., Bronze 
Age people, Romans, Saxons, Danes and Normans.   In Saxon times 
Hartshill was known as Heardred's Hill then Hardreshulle, now Hartshill. 
 
 
Quarrying 

 
The population of 
Hartshill increased 
significantly in the 
1800s when people 
came to work in the 
stone and 
manganese quarries 
that had opened.   
 
 
 
 

The main stone quarried here was quartzite. This is a very hard stone 
and has been used for road building and for making granite kerbstones 
and cobbles.  Hartshill church and the castle were built with stone from 
the quarry. 
Richard Jee owned one of the quarries and the large spoil heap in 
Hartshill is called ‘Mount Jee’ after him.  The larger spoil heap on Tuttle 
Hill is called ‘Mount Jud’ after Judkins. 
 
 
Activities: 

1. Do the Quarryman’s Walk; a way-marked trail of approximately 10km (6.21 
miles) around the old quarries and countryside of Hartshill in North 
Warwickshire. Download the leaflet here:http://www.hartshill-

pc.org.uk/userfiles/files/Document%20Archive/News/NWBC-Leaflet-Quarryman's.pdf 

2. Find out what quartzite stone and manganese look like by searching images. 
3. Explore and research how the way workers extract stone from quarries has 

changed over time.   

http://www.hartshill-pc.org.uk/userfiles/files/Document%20Archive/News/NWBC-Leaflet-Quarryman's.pdf
http://www.hartshill-pc.org.uk/userfiles/files/Document%20Archive/News/NWBC-Leaflet-Quarryman's.pdf


How old is Holy Trinity Parish Church? 
 

 
 

Work on the church began in 
1842 and at that time, Hartshill 
had a population of around 1000 
villagers. 

Quickly, the local community 
raised £650 to start the build and 
when Mr. Richard Jee (the quarry 
owner at the time) agreed to 
donate the stone needed, work 
was soon under way!   

After a delay in the build, the first service was held there on Sunday 30th 
April 1848.  

 

 
 

 
The west doorway is one of the largest to be 
seen on a Parish Church in England. It was 
built in the Norman style, with decorated 
arches and pillars carved with capitals.  
Above the great wheel window, at the base 
of the tower, you can just make out the two 
heads – one of a gossip with two tongues!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Activities: 

1. Sketch the arched doorway or the great wheel window.  Include all 
the stone details if you can! 

2. Walk down Church Rd (on the junior school side) find out which is 
the oldest house by looking at the date plaque.  Start opposite the 
Church and finish by the Castle.  

 



Why are the schools named after Nathaniel 
Newton and Michael Drayton?  Who were    

they? 
 
 
 
 
The Quaker philanthropist Nathaniel Newton 
lived at Hartshill Grange just over 300 years 
ago. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

His family established a Quaker school in 
Hartshill that went on, at one stage, to be the 
largest in the country. After the school’s 
closure in the nineteenth century, his legacy 
became an educational trust fund that today 
gives small grants to those entering 
university. The Society of Friends Meeting 
house (built in the early 1970s) stands on 
the site of the former Quaker school today. 

 

 
 
Michael Drayton was a poet and quite probably a friend of 
William Shakespeare.  
 
 

 
                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 

He was born in Chapel Cottage 
on Hartshill Green.  His poems 
gained enough recognition so 
that he became a royal favourite 
of James I.  He is buried in 
Westminster Abbey. 
Can you find the title of any of his 
poems? 



Now and Then…Spot the difference! (Castle Rd) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Spot the difference…now and then! (Castle Rd)

 
Notice the large window downstairs on the houses which was needed to 
let in as much light as possible for families who were ribbon weaving in 
their home.  In 1851, an estimated 50% of the 
workers in Hartshill were weavers.   
Can you find a house on Grange Road which is an 
example of a weaver’s house with a much larger 
window on the ground floor? 

 
 
 
 

 



Which buildings are still there today? 

 

 
 
Church Rd – opposite the High School 
 

 

Coleshill Rd 


