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Figure 1 ð Hartshill Designated Neighbourhood Planning Area  
 

© Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940 
Hartshill Parish Council (Licensee) License number 0100057087 
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1 - Introduction and Background  
 

 Introduction  

1.1 Hartshill is a village, albeit a large one, of 1,500 homes, about three miles 
north -west of Nuneaton town centre, situated between this large modern 
town and the smaller more rural market town of Atherstone. The community 
here consider themselves to live in a rural village, despite its close proximity 
to Nuneaton. Hartshill also has strong links with  Atherstone as both  fall within 
the boundaries of North Warwickshire Borough  Council. 

 
Background  

 

1.2 
 

There have been settlements in this village since prehistory; the villageõs 
significant heritage boasts a Bronze Age and Anglo-Saxon burial site, an Iron 
Age hill  fort, numerous Roman kilns, site of a motte  and bailey castle and also 
the remains of a Norman castle. 

1.3 A motivating  factor in drawing people to this area for the past 5000 years has 
been its unique geology, Hartshillõs rich resources resulted in this area 
continuously being the focus of quarrying and mining activity; from coal  and 
manganese in Roman times through to the quartzite and diorite still being 
quarried locally in Mancetter today. The work generated from mining and 
quarrying has not only shaped the population here, but also the landscape, 
and although the quarries while working may have been an eyesore, when 
decommissioned they have been taken over by flora and fauna, leaving large 
areas of protected local wildli fe sites. 

1.4 George Fox, the founder of Quakerism, used the barn of The Grange, a Tudor 
building which still stands, to start the Quaker movement as a reaction 
against the corruption of mainstream religion, and this area has been a 
melting pot of non-conformism from the 1700õs. Chapel End was once, as its 
name suggests, the ôchapelõ end of Hartshill, with non-conformist 
Congregationalists and Methodists. The Church of England establishment 
was a latecomer with Holy Trinity Church not being complete d until  1848. 

1.5 Although it is important to be aware of the past, the village should not be 
seen as a museum, and the community has grown to include new estates, 
which in turn brings Hartshill closer to the neighbouring villages of Ansley 
Common, Galley Common and the Camp Hill area of Nuneaton. Despite 
being geographically close to these communities, they all retain their 
unique identities, and Hartshill is now probably best known for its extensive 
woodland known as the Hayes, its heritage, its excellent schools and the 
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 very modern Saria Group Ltd factory which is the second largest employer 

in the village. 

1.6 The chapels at Chapel End may no longer be used for worship but this area 
is still a dynamic busy part of the village, and is now the 'retail end' of 
Hartshill with two local small supermarkets, cafe, florist, post office and 
other local businesses, clubs, and a doctorsõ surgery. Hartshill is also able to 
maintain a post office closer to the centre of the village, three pubs,  several 
hairdressers and a thriving community centre, library and HUB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chapel, Chapel End 

1.7 The busy A5 trunk road provides our north eastern boundary which in turn 
gives residents easy access to the M42, M69 and M1. 

1.8 In the current climate of rapid expansion, the challenge for the village is to 
retain a sense of community, generated by the people who live there 
building a strong foundation for the future.  
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2.0 A Neighbourhood Plan for  Hartshill  

2.1 The Localism Act 2011 gives parish councils the power to prepare a statutory 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. Such a plan will be used to help promote, 
guide and control development in the local  area. 

2.2 These new powers give local people the opportunity to shape new 
development, as planning applications are determined in accordance with 
national planning policy and the local development plan, and neighbourhood 
plans form part of this  framework. 

2.3 Hartshill Parish Council applied to North Warwickshire Borough Council for 
designation as a Neighbourhood  Planning Area. This designation was approved 
on 25th of February 2015 for the whole of the parish council area, see Figure 1, 
page 4. 

2.4 The Hartshill Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by a Steering Group of 
Parish Councillors and local residents using the process set out  by government 
(Figure 2). 

Figure 2 ð Neighbourhood Plan Preparation Process  
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